	
PASA has worked with the top instructors and schools in the nation to develop a pilot certification system that identifies three levels of kite surfing pilots by skill requirements. This allows pilots to perform a self-evaluation. Also, allows for a system of skills progression, a way to qualify pilots for renting kite surfing equipment, and unifies the teaching process across the nation.

PASA Level 1 Pilot certification (minimum for kite rental)

Level One pilot exhibits the following skills:
1. Can determine wind direction and speed to assess safety.
2. Understands the requirements for a good launch.
3. Understands the rules of the road with other kiters.
4. Can set-up equipment independently and safely and perform a pre-flight check.
5. Understands and can use all safety features on the equipment.
6. Can perform self-rescue techniques needed to de-power the kite in deep water, roll up the lines, and swim to shore with gear.
7. Can perform a self launching and landing of the kite.
8. Capable of performing a water start and maintain control of kite and board solo.

Here is Skills Progression List used by PASA in developing new pilots. Each skill is based on the previous skill to form a progression that is both safe an efficient.

Skills Progression Chart

1. Kite Theory - The big picture. Understanding the goals, the process, and the lingo needed to communicate. Knowing the kite, its parts and names.

2. Setting up the Equipment - How to handle the kite and lines from set-up to launch. How to properly inflate the kite, setup the bridles, lay out lines and the bar.

3. Pre-Flight Check - All the things you need to check before launch. Includes tuning of the bridle!

4. Launches & Landings - Learn to launch with an assistant and the role of both the pilot and the assistant. Dual and solo launch with safety. Landing a power kite - Dual and Solo landing safely, and packing up the equipment. Relaunching techniques after a water crash.

5. Kite Control - Proper methods of using the control bar and steering the kite along with proper flying principals, basic aerodynamics and managing power.

6. Power Intake - Once kite control is established you will learn exact kite placement to either create power or reduce power. Complete understanding of the wind window.

7. Assisted Landings

8. Simulated water starts. Performing the water start on land under powered to see the steps and build confidence.

9. Water launching the kite. Solo Launching of the kite and extremely good edge handling.

10. Use of all Safety Systems - Safety theory and practical - Learn the safe way to fly and not injure yourself or others.

11. Self-Rescue in deep water & Self-Landings.

12. Body Surfing/Dragging - Execute the motions you would with a board, but use only your body. Visualize how the wind window shifts as your body moves and learn to go across wind with your body.

13. Water Start - Put it all together to get up on the board. Body Positioning - Learn the proper body positioning and board positioning in harmony with the kite.

14. Controlling Your Speed - Once planning learn to move the kite and your body and board in harmony to extend your ride.

15. Going Upwind - Manage even more kite power and learn to load the kite and the board to go upwind.

17. Jumping- Manage even more kite power and learn how to perform controlled lifts off the water.
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